BRUSSELS-ANTWERP                 21

west on to their left flank, on the right of the Belgians.
It was hoped that a rapid advance of the right wing
of the German Armies would defeat any hostile plans in
that district, or at least seriously affect them.

In view of this situation, the First Army continued
its advance on the 17th August, whilst the Second Army
halted. The advanced guard of the II. Corps reached
Kermpt, on the Hasselt-Diest railway; that of the
IV. Corps, Stevort; that of the III. Corps, Gorssum,
north-west of St. Trond; that of the IX. Corps, Brust-
hem, south-east of St. Trond; that of the III. Reserve
Corps, Vise; and that of the IV. Reserve Corps, St.
Andre, the two last-named being on the east of the
defile leading westwards. Army Headquarters was
moved from Aix-la-Chapelle to Glons, passing through
Liege, where a conference was held between the com-
manders of the German right wing, consisting of the
First and Second Armies, and of the Chiefs of the Army
Staffs.

At 4.30 p.m. the following order arrived from the
Supreme Command: "The First and Second Armies
and the II. Cavalry Corps (Marwitz) will be under the
orders of the commander of the Second Army during
the advance north of the Meuse. This advance will
begin on the 18th August. It is most important that
the enemy's forces reported to be in position between
Diest-Tirlemont-Wavre should be shouldered away from
Antwerp. It is intended to initiate further operations of
both armies from the line Brussels-Namur, and measures
must be taken to secure their flank against Antwerp/'

No reasons were given for thus unexpectedly placing
the flank armies under one commander. The com-
mander of the First Army considered that the measure
would limit his powers of command, and that it might